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PUTNAM VALLEY TOWN BOARD

PUBLIC HEARINGS AND SPECIAL MEETING
6:00 P.M.

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 6, 2013

PUBLIC HEARINGS

6.00 P.M.

TO HEAR PUBLIC COMMENTS ON A PROPOSED LOCAL LAW TO OVERRIDE THE TAX LEVY LIMIT ESTABLISHED IN GENERAL MUNICIPAL LAW-3C.

IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING

TO HEAR PUBLIC COMMENTS ON THE 2014 PUTNAM VALLEY VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT CONTRACT

IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING

TO HEAR PUBLIC COMMENTS ON THE 2014 PRELIMINARY TOWN/HIGHWAY AND DISTRICT BUDGET

                                                  SPECIAL MEETING AGENDA




1.  Set Public Hearing Date on Bond Resolution-Roaring

                          

     Brook Lake Valve Replacement



                            2.  Request to Waive Wetland and Building Dept. Permit
                                                     Fees In Regard To Construction Project-PV Library

                                                3.  Authorize Supervisor to Sign Intermunicipal Agreement





     Between the Town of Putnam Valley and the County of





     Putnam-Stormwater Retrofit Project

PUTNAM VALLEY TOWN BOARD

PUBLIC HEARINGS AND WORK SESSION

6:00 P.M.

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 6, 2013
PUBLIC HEARINGS

6.00 P.M.

TO HEAR PUBLIC COMMENTS ON A PROPOSED LOCAL LAW TO OVERRIDE THE TAX LEVY LIMIT ESTABLISHED IN GENERAL MUNICIPAL LAW-3C.

IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING

TO HEAR PUBLIC COMMENTS ON THE 2014 PUTNAM VALLEY VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT CONTRACT

IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING

TO HEAR PUBLIC COMMENTS ON THE 2014 PRELIMINARY TOWN/HIGHWAY AND DISTRICT BUDGET

         Present:
            Supervisor Robert Tendy



            Councilwoman Wendy Whetsel                         

                                    Councilwoman Annabi  

                                    Councilman Mackay 
                                    Councilman Luongo                               

          Also Present:    Eileen Royael, Town Clerk

William Zutt, Town Counsel

                                           Marianne DeSantis, Finance Director

TO HEAR PUBLIC COMMENTS ON A PROPOSED LOCAL LAW TO OVERRIDE THE TAX LEVY LIMIT ESTABLISHED IN GENERAL MUNICIPAL LAW-3C.
Supervisor Tendy opened the Public Hearing at 6:00 p.m. 
Supervisor Tendy read the proposed local law to the residents.

Town Counsel Zutt explained that under Municipal Law, the tax cap limit pursuant by law can be overridden by 60% of the vote of the Town Board. This year’s statuary cap is 1.66% and if the law is adopted it will permit the Town Board to override the tax cap if necessary.
Patty Villanova, a resident noted that the cap is set by New York State.  The legislators voted years ago to place a cap on taxes and the Town Board should keep the budget at that cap.  She feels that if the Town Board passes this local law, it is just a way around the cap.  She feels that spending is out of control.  She also noted that she never received a response from the Town Board in regard to a letter she sent about the Fire Department’s expenditures and fund balance.  This year’s budget, the Town Board is giving raises when taxpayer’s are making hard choices.

Councilwoman Whetsel responded that all of the department heads have reduced their expenditures, and this year the retirement costs are not excluded in the cap.  The Town has a healthy fund balance and it is really important to have that money there to cover expenses such as storms.  The average homeowner’s increase with this budget would be about $7.
Patty Villanova asked how much is in the fund balance.

Finance Director DeSantis replied that we have $787,500 of which the Town Board has appropriated $75,000 to reduce this year’s budget.

Supervisor Tendy closed the public hearing at 6:15 p.m.

Seconded by Councilman Mackay, unanimously carried.

TO HEAR PUBLIC COMMENTS ON THE 2014 PUTNAM VALLEY VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT CONTRACT

Supervisor Tendy opened the Public Hearing at 6:15 p.m.

Patty Villanova asked how much the Fire Department has in their fund balance.
Finance Director DeSantis noted that there is a negative $84,890 in the fire district based on the taxes we collected.

Patty Villanova then asked what is the fund balance of the entity that the Town contracts fire services.

Supervisor Tendy told Ms. Villanova that she could FOIL that information from the Putnam Valley Volunteer Fire Dept.

Councilman Luongo added that he did not know the answer as he removed himself from the expenses of the fire dept. now that he is a town board member.

Ms. Villanova would like to know how much money the fire department has in their bank accounts and feels that the Town Board should know what they have if they are giving them a $14,000 increase in their budget.  Ms. Villanova feels that it is the responsibility of the Town Board to know the expenditures and fund balances of the fire dept. 

James LePorte, Chairman of the Board for the Putnam Valley Volunteer Fire Dept. expressed his thanks to the Town Board for working so diligently this year on the budget.

Councilwoman Whetsel asked Mr. LePorte to give residents an idea what the expenditures are in regard to New York State regulations.

Mr. LePorte told the residents that the fire trucks cost up to $500,000 and need to be replaced every twenty years.  The fire department has a plan in place putting money aside every year.

Councilman Mackay asked about the turn out gear and hoses.

Mr. LePorte responded that the turn out gear and hoses expire every ten years and must be replaced and this is costly, $200,000 just for turn out gear.
Frank Tansey, Board Member of the Putnam Valley Volunteer Fire Dept. added that every June the fire department submits their financial report to the Town Supervisor, New York State and federal government.  Every penny that the fire department spends is accounted for; he noted that they are not audited by the state.  He added that we are refurbishing a 20 year tanker, saving over $300,000.  By paying cash for our trucks we get a discount and save about $60,000.  He also added that they are the second cheapest fire department in Putnam County and the only fire department that covers an entire town.

Mr. LePorte added that the fire department is doing their diligence in keeping the costs down.

Ms. Villanova asked what the fund balance is.

Mr. Tansey responded the current assets have $350,000 and the capital improvement fund has $1.7 million which will go down to pay the $250,000 for the refurbished tanker and $350,000 will be gone by the end of the year.  We will also be replacing another truck next year.

Councilman Mackay feels that the fire department is doing a great job.

Ms. Villanova responded that now that she knows that have two million in their fund balance she thinks that the Town Board should not be giving them another $14,000.
The fire department board members tried to explain that there won’t be two million, they have to pay for the refurbished truck, a new truck next year and other expenses by the end of this year.

Supervisor Tendy moved to close the public hearing at 6:37 p.m.

Seconded by Councilman Mackay, unanimously carried.

 TO HEAR PUBLIC COMMENTS ON THE 2014 PRELIMINARY TOWN/HIGHWAY AND DISTRICT BUDGET

Supervisor Tendy opened the Public Hearing at 6:37 p.m.

No comments were made.

Supervisor Tendy closed the public hearing at 6:38 p.m.

Seconded by Councilman Mackay, unanimously carried.

WORK SESSION

Supervisor Tendy opened the Work Session at 6:38 p.m.

AMENDMENTS TO THE AGENDA

Presented by Supervisor Tendy

RESOLUTION # R 13-318
RESOLVED, that the Town Board amend the agenda to include the following item:

#7a-  Authorization to Go Out to Bid-Installation of Heating Equipment-Town Park Maint. Bldg.

#7b-  Reappoint Board of Assessment Review Member

#7c- Adopt Local Law to override the tax levy limit established in General Municipal Law 3-c for fiscal year 2014.

Seconded by Councilman Mackay, unanimously carried.

SET PUBLIC HEARING DATE ON BOND RESOLUTION-ROARING BROOK LAKE VALVE REPLACEMENT-INCREASE AND IMPROVEMENT OF THE FACILITIES OF THE ROARING BROOK LAKE IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT
Presented by Supervisor Tendy

RESOLUTION #R13-319
Notice of Hearing and Order

The following Order, which contains a Notice of Hearing, was adopted on November 6, 2013 by the Town Board of the Town of Putnam Valley and is published pursuant to Section 202-b of the Town Law:

WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Putnam Valley, Putnam County, New York, has duly caused Todd W. Atkinson, P.E., an engineer duly licensed in the State of New York, to prepare a plan and an estimate of cost, pursuant to Section 202-b of the Town Law, relating to the increase and improvement of the facilities of the Roaring Brook Lake Improvement  District, consisting of the installation of a new replacement gate valve at the Roaring Brook Lake Dam, in and for the Roaring Brook Lake Improvement  District, which map, plan and estimate of cost are on file in the office of the Town Clerk where they are available for public inspection during normal business hours; and

WHEREAS, the Roaring Brook Lake Improvement District is entirely contained within the Town; and

WHEREAS, the maximum amount proposed to be expended for said increase and improvement is $100,000, which amount shall be allocated and charged as the cost of improvements of the facilities of Roaring Brook Lake Improvement  District, and shall be borne by the Roaring Brook Lake Improvement  District; and

WHEREAS, the capital project heretofore described, based on information supplied to the Town Board, has been determined by the Town Board to be a Type II Action pursuant to the regulations of the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation promulgated pursuant to the State Environmental Quality Review Act, the implementation of which will not result in any significant environmental effects; and

WHEREAS, it is now desired to call a public hearing on the question of such increase and improvement of the facilities of the Roaring Brook Lake Improvement District in the manner described above, and to hear all persons interested in the subject thereof, in accordance with the provisions of Section 202‑b of the Town Law; NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY
ORDERED, by the Town Board of the Town of Putnam Valley, Putnam County, New York, as follows:

Section 1.
A public hearing will be held at the Town Hall, in Putnam Valley, New York, in said Town, on November 25, 2013, at 6 o'clock P.M., Prevailing Time, on the question of the increase and improvement of the facilities of the Roaring Brook Lake Improvement  District, consisting of the installation of a new replacement gate valve at the Roaring Brook Lake Dam, in and for the Roaring Brook Lake Improvement  District, in the Town of Putnam Valley, Putnam County, New York, in the manner described in the preambles hereof, and to hear all persons interested in the subject thereof, concerning the same, and to take such action thereon as is required or authorized by law.

Section 2.
The aforesaid hearing shall be noticed as follows:

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Town Board of the Town of Putnam Valley, Putnam County, New York, will meet at the Town Hall, in Putnam Valley, New York, in said Town, on November 25, 2013, at 6 o'clock P.M., Prevailing Time, for the purpose of conducting a public hearing in relation to the proposed increase and improvement of the facilities of the Roaring Brook Lake Improvement  District, consisting of the installation of a new replacement gate valve at the Roaring Brook Lake Dam, in and for the Roaring Brook Lake Improvement  District, in the Town of Putnam Valley, Putnam County, New York, and including incidental expenses in connection therewith, at an estimated maximum cost of $100,000.

The aforesaid project has been determined by the Town Board to be a “Type II” Action pursuant to the regulations of the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation promulgated pursuant to the State Environmental Quality Review Act, the implementation of which, as proposed, the Town Board has determined will not result in any significant environmental effects.

At said public hearing said Town Board will hear all persons interested in the subject matter thereof.

Section 3.
The Town Clerk is hereby authorized and directed to cause a copy of this order to be published once in Putnam County News and Recorder, the official newspaper, and also to cause a copy thereof to be posted on the sign board of the Town Clerk, such publication and posting to be made not less than ten days, nor more than twenty days, before the date designated for the hearing, and shall constitute the notice required to be given under Section 202-b of the Town Law.

Section 4.
This order shall take effect immediately.

Dated:
Putnam Valley, New York

November 6, 2013

BY ORDER OF THE TOWN BOARD

OF THE TOWN OF PUTNAM VALLEY,

PUTNAM COUNTY, NEW YORK

By ____________________________________

Town Clerk

Seconded by Councilman Luongo

The question of the adoption of the foregoing order was duly put to a vote on roll call, which resulted as follows:

Voting in Favor

 
Hon. Louie Luongo


AYE

Hon. Steve  Mackay


AYE




 

Hon. Jacqueline Annabi

AYE




 

Hon. Wendy Whetsel


AYE

Hon. Supervisor Tendy

AYE 



            

The order was thereupon declared duly adopted.

REQUEST TO WAIVE WETLAND AND BUILDING DEPT. PERMIT FEES IN REGARD TO CONSTRUCTION PROJECT-PUTNAM VALLEY LIBRARY-TABLED

Councilman Mackay stated that the Town Board knows nothing about the details of this project as no one from the library has come to the Town Board.  

Councilwoman Annabi agrees with Councilman Mackay.

Supervisor Tendy has asked the library to send information on the construction, he noted that it maybe possibly that their engineers is still preparing the drawings.

Presented by Supervisor Tendy
RESOLUTION#R13-320

RESOLVED that the Town Board table the request to waive wetland and building dept. permit fees in regard to construction project at the Putnam Valley Library in order to get additional information.

Seconded by Councilman Mackay, unanimously carried.

AUTHORIZE SUPERVISOR TO SIGN INTERMUNICIPAL AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE TOWN OF PUTNAM VALLEY AND THE COUNTY OF PUTNAM-STORMWATER RETROFIT PROJECT

Presented by Supervisor Tendy

RESOLUTION #R13-321
RESOLVED that the Town Board authorize the Supervisor to sign an intermunicipal agreement between the Town of Putnam Valley and the County of Putnam in regard the Stormwater Retrofit Project in the vicinity of Lake Oscawana, for work to be performed in the right-away along certain portions of Oscawana Lake Road (County Road #20).

Seconded by Councilwoman Annabi, unanimously carried

AUTHORIZATION TO GO OUT TO BID FOR INSTALLATION OF HEATING EQUIPMENT AT THE TOWN PARK MAINTENANCE BUILDING

Presented by Supervisor Tendy

RESOLUTION #R13-322
RESOLVED that the Town Board authorize Parks and Recreation to go out to bid for installation of heating equipment at the Town Park Maintenance Building.

Seconded by Councilman Mackay, unanimously carried.

REAPPOINT BOARD OF ASSESSMENT REVIEW MEMBER

Presented by Supervisor Tendy

RESOLUTION #R13-324
RESOLVED that the Town Board re-appoint Lawrence McLaughlin as a Board of Assessment Review Member, for a term of five years, 10-1-13 thru 9-30-18.

Seconded by Councilman Luongo, unanimously carried. 

ADOPT LOCAL LAW TO OVERRIDE THE TAX LEVY LIMIT ESTABLISHED IN GENERAL MUNICIPAL LAW 3-c

Presented by Supervisor Tendy

RESOLUTION# R13-323
RESOLVED that the Town Board adopt a local law to override the tax levy limit established

In the General Municipal Law 3-c for the fiscal year of 2014.

LOCAL LAW No.  7 of the year 2013

Town of Putnam Valley, County of Putnam

A local law to override the tax levy limit established in General Municipal Law 3-c

Section 1.  Legislative Intent

It is the intent of this local law to override the limit on the amount of real property taxes that may be levied by the Town of Putnam Valley, County of Putnam pursuant to General Municipal Law Sect. 3-c, and to allow the Town of Putnam Valley, County of Putnam to adopt a town budget for (a) town purposes (b) fire protection districts and (c) any other special or improvement district governed by the town board for the fiscal year 2014 that requires a real property tax levy in excess of the “tax levy limit” as defined by General Municipal Law Sect. 3-c.

Section 2. Authority

This local law is adopted pursuant to subdivision 5 of General Municipal Law Sect. 3-c, which expressly authorizes the town board to override the tax levy limit by the adoption of a local law approved by vote of sixty percent (60%) of the town board.

Section 3.  Tax Levy Limit Override

The Town Board of the Town of Putnam Valley, County of Putnam is hereby authorized to adopt a budget for the fiscal year 2014 that requires a real property tax levy in excess of the limit specified in General Municipal Law Sect. 3-c.

Section 4.  Severability

If any clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, or part of this Local Law or the application thereof to any person, firm or corporation, or circumstance, shall be adjusted by any court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid or unconstitutional, such order or judgment shall not affect, impair, or invalidate the remainder thereof, but shall be confined in its operation to the clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, or part of this Local Law or in its application to the person, individual, firm or corporation or circumstance, directly involved in the controversy in which such judgment or order shall be rendered.

Section 5.  Effective Date

This local law shall take effect immediately upon filing with the Secretary of State.

Dated:  Putnam Valley, New York


November 6, 2013

Seconded by Councilman Luongo

Voting in Favor

 
Hon. Louie Luongo


AYE

Hon. Steve Mackay


AYE




 

Hon. Jacqueline Annabi

AYE




 

Hon. Wendy Whetsel


AYE

Hon. Supervisor Tendy

AYE 



            

MOTION CARRIED

Supervisor Tendy moved to close the meeting at 7:00 p.m.

Seconded by Councilman Luongo, unanimously carried.









Respectfully submitted,









Eileen Royael-Town Clerk









11-8-13

