Putnam Valley MS4 Presentation Comments from Public Meeting on May 8, 2008

What is the next milestone?

The next milestone? This just came out on May 1st of 2008, so we’re still deciphering everything and putting together the milestones and when they will be due. This is actually General Permit 08-002, which is the next step on this, which is the heightened requirements. There are not going to call this Phase III. They are going to call it the Heightened Requirements. East of the Hudson, the requirements are very great. There are a lot of requirements that are going to have to be met. The issue is determining when each one of those are going to have to be met. I got to go through and determine what those milestones are. But right now, I couldn’t tell you exactly without deciphering through that first.

But you are up to speed?

Yes. We actually – it was approved on the first, put out in publication this Monday. We’ve had it for four days. So we’ve got to go through and decipher it. If you go through this right now, you’ll see its got highlights all throughout and we will try to put together a schedule of where the municipality has to be at what time. So those milestones will be presented to the Town Board for action hopefully within the upcoming weeks.

It appears that the burden of this is just about doubling every year. It’s very, unintelligible, I mean is there anything on the horizon that will give us some relief of that?

Unfortunately, from reading this, it does not address anything about funding coming from anywhere. The state is basically pushed it down to the municipal level and saying these are the requirements and you’ll meet them. I know that Putnam Valley has been very lucky, they’ve moved along. They’ve progressed. There are other municipalities that haven’t. I don’t know of any in Putnam County, but I know of some in Westchester County that have already been hit with substantial fines for not meeting their milestones. Fines in the neighborhood of $37,500 for one occurrence. So it almost looks like right now the state’s going to say these are the requirements and if you don’t do them then we’re going to hit you. But we’re not going to really provide you with any money to help out. The way they are providing some relief is like the grant you received for the vacuum truck and the grant you received for the GIS software. That sort of money is out there and will continue from what we understand to be out there. But money on the whole, to say we need $200,000 to run our MS4 program for the next year, it doesn’t sound like that’s going to happen anytime soon.

In an agreement with several other towns, Patterson, Somers, and what they’ve done is put in for a grant, $120,000, which will be divvied up amongst the East of the Hudson townships to try to come up with a plan to try to come up with a plan to try to deal with this. There is a meeting this week which we will be attending to try to figure out how to go about doing that.

The money, there Putnam County has money, Orange County has that money, Westchester County has that money, but the fact is that the money that most people are seeing, the money that’s there won’t even cover one municipality for the year if they had to meet all the requirements in that community plan. So it’s going to be an issue. It is an issue. It’s an issue with every municipality. 

Well, just to follow up with what John was asking about the unfunded mandate aspect of this and also the grant money. With these additional requirements, is there anything on the horizon as far as the state coming up with more grant money?

From what we’re being told right now, no.

From your video presentation, about Lake Oscawanna, and one of the things that you mentioned was the EPA has now determined that the runoff from septic fields enhance the lake from up to 500 feet and they were recommending, they were saying 200 to 500, but they were averaging at 330 feet, would be an appropriate buffer. Is there any point in which that is going to be part of stormwater management?

From the new plan, that’s been put into effect by the DEC, no. That might be something that, that the local town officials might want to look at, to take a serious look at, to see if its actually something that they want to put into code. Right now, I know that the Town has made some great strides in the last year putting into effect the ground surface water protection districts, well not the districts, but the actual law that governs making that law for septic systems that are in those buffer areas, a lot more stringent. I know that there’s requirements that were put onto that. Let me give you a for instance. If, say you’re on Lake Oscawanna. You have a house. You want to put an addition on to it. The house might be pretty close to the lake. The septic may be acting properly at this time, but if you put the addition on, who knows how long it is going to hold up. What we’ve required the applicant to do, is to prove out that their septic system is certainly, operating correctly and also to prove out that they can have expansion area that is outside of the 100 foot buffer from the lake. In order to meet the current need and also the future need of  keeping that septic system operating properly. I don’t think that actually answers your question for you, but I think that we’re moving in the right direction. Towards really making sure that people are doing the right thing as far as septic is concerned and I understand your question, but I don’t think that from the state’s point of view that they are going to come down and actually say 300 feet off the lake is what you’ve got to do with. I think its going to have to be something that’s pushed through the local code in order to make that happen. It just so happens that Putnam Valley, we have three beautiful lakes here, it impacts you more than actually more than it would, maybe Dutchess or something like that. 

One other question. People who are already in that buffer area and have lots that are too small to have a septic field that conforms to any zoning standards. Is there anything that they can do to protect the lake?

I think that the planning board applications that came in like that and they’ve already basically told them that they can’t do anything for them. That that lot will be rendered unbuildable.

I am talking about people who already have house.

People who already have a house? They already have a house. That comes down to working and coordination with the Putnam County Health Department and at this point, they’ve not taken the approach that they’re going to shut down a house that has maybe an improperly working septic system on the lake. What they’re going to do is issue their repair permit in the exact spot, but I don’t foresee what you’re talking about in the very near future. Because we need them to be on board with that the Town, in order to make that happen, I think. Cause the local politicians are not going to say, it’s not meeting the septic requirements and they’re going to shut you down.  

I’m asking if there is anything a homeowner can do if their septic is not working properly.

Their hands are kind of tied also by Putnam County because Putnam County doesn’t allow non-conventional systems. That was the one thing that our office has called like crazy and I know a lot of people her and over the last three years I have been here have been calling about, let’s get a White Knight systems approved, get these other systems approved so that we can actually just have a person continually have a septic system that’s failing because they can’t replace it with another conventional system. Get some other alternative method in there that will actually work and get it approved. But right now, Putnam County is not addressing that and hopefully they will soon. But based on conversations with them, they don’t really have it on their agenda here for the next couple of years. I think that’s gonna take a lot of effort from the town and the taxpayers to say, we need relief, pushing it up to the health department, say we’re in this county too, and we need some relief from this. Give us another option if it’s just one, a non-conventional system that they’ll give you the ability to put in, that’s going to help out. I think the Lake Peekskill area, as everyone knows, is probably one that’s hit the hardest and that. If we put a White Knight system in every one of those homes, you would have hardly any sewage at all making it’s way to the lake, right now it’s quite a big problem. 

To be honest, most of the Health Departments already are. I know when we make submissions over in Orange County, they actually push us on the non-conventional systems now, in lieu of the conventional system, because they feel that they’ll their getting better production, or return on it, better removal, better everything. There are systems out there, Elgin systems, White Knight systems, that, that are really good systems and they actually work under the premise of a complete wastewater treatment plant, where you’re getting more aeration, more surface area so the bugs actually can do their job. But unfortunately, Putnam County hasn’t wavered on it at all. It would be great if they did.

These other systems, are they considered more stringent than conventional systems?

 You know what it is? It’s, it’s they’re still an unknown to everybody, I think. It‘s really what it is. Is everybody, everybody that’s up top has been designing systems the same way for the last forty years.

It’s not that they don’t want to change. If someone was to actually put a series of these into a community somewhere that’s a lake community, and do tests over the next five years with the systems in and had the documentation of testing from the fives years for that with the old systems that were failing, they could show the return that you’re getting with those new systems. And be able to prove to the Health Departments that these are really the viable alternatives and really should be utilized, but nobody’s gone that far to actually to make kind of a model area, a model program.

But if we come up with a better system, the town proabably will override the health department?

No, you can’t. We got to keep going back to the health department and tell them that we need it.

Even in the state building code, the town wants to have something that’s more stringent, than what the code is, they apply to be able to do that.

Yeah, but they would be considered more stringent. It’s less stringent. That’s the way the health departments look at it. 

But doesn’t the vendor have to prove over time that they’re working?

All these vendors – they’ve done studies, they’ve presented them –

But I don’t understand why they’re not looking at them?

That’s a very good question to pass up to the County and ask why that’s not being done.

Especially communities like this, like here, some are communities where they built little bungalows round the lake.

They will entertain – Putnam County is kind of weird because on repair systems they’ll entertain a non conventional system. They may not approve it, but they’ll entertain a non-conventional system. So, I know one that’s actually been approved. It came in front of the planning board recently and I was told that it was on Lake Oscawanna, and they’re looking at it was a repair, not an actual new system. So they’re giving him that alternative.

What about the Scout camp? They’ve got other systems up there, composting toilets, that have been in use in Europe for years.

Putnam County got the engineering information on them and they approved them and they work great.

Well have to look into that. That’s the second one that I’ve heard of that they’ve actually allowed an alternative. I know that there’s another person, about a year ago, that looking to build, I think it’s a little island in Lake Oscawanna, there’s a house, actually a house that used to be out there. And they want to put a composting toilet in there and no do anything to the house. Not renovate it, just keep it the way it was, same footprint and everything. But the Health Department shot them right down, said no, that not going to happen. So, I don’t know if the scout camp has some differences of, of how they can be governed or whatnot.

Probably only used a couple of weeks of the year.

Well that might actually make a difference.

The caretaker says they work great, minimal maintenance.

That might be what they basically approved that for because they are used minimally. If you were putting on a house, if you have issues with them, continued use throughout the year –

Any more questions?

No, thank you.

